DIRE LA DATE EN ANGLAIS
2010 = Two thousand (and) ten vs 2010 = Twenty-ten

Du comba’t entre les usages et Ies Puristes

Aujourd’]ﬁui, des co”égues m’ont Fortjustement demandé comment on devait dire «2010» en
anglais, car il leur est arrivé d’entendre les deux formulations. Je ne m’étais jamais Posé cette

ques‘cion. Qu’elles soient remerci¢es d’avoir été a |’origine de cette réflexion et de cette recherche!

Lorsqu’on écl’xange avec un angIoPl'xone, lorsqu’on écoute la radio ou la télévision anglophone,
on entend systématiquement «Two thousand ten» ou «Two thousand and tens. Je n'ai, a cejour,
jamais entendu dire «Twenty-ten». La ques’cion, de ce fait, ne se Posait pas, du moins le crogaisje.

En réalité, d’aPrés mes recherches, si l’usage veut clu’une immense majorité des angloplﬁoncs utilisent
«Two thousand (and) tens», il semble que les Puristes dela langue estiment que la formulation correcte
lexicalement et grammaticalement soit «Twenthcen». Plusieurs arguments vont dans ce sens, le
Premier (tres anglaisl) étant que dire «twentg» est P!us court que de dire «two thousand». La

grammaire anglaise est Probablement moins fixe, Plus Pragmatique et évolutive que la notre!

Je vous laisse le loisir de découvrir ci-dessous deux articles qui Précisent cette dualité.

Je pense donc que nous avons trois oPtions (dans notre Pratique Persorme”c comme dans
notre enseignement):
- choisir la formulation la Plus usitée (Par les natifs, les médias...), parce que I’anglais courant opte
our «Two thousand (and) ten»;
- choisir la formulation des Puristes, parce que la grammaire voudrait qu’on dise «Twenty-ten»;

~ garder en téte que ces deux formulations se rencontrent, selon les personnes, selonle contexte,...

On peut ainsi faire le Para”éle avec la date compléte, pour laque”e l’usage differe entre le
Royaume Uni (Friclag, 28th januarg) et les Etats-Unis (Friclag,januarg 28th). Il est intéressant de
familiariser les éleves & ces deux usages, y comPris lors des rituels en classe, et d’aborder ainsi un

aspcct culturel du quoticlien des anglophoncs.
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PREMIER ARTICLE
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How do you say "2010"?

Coming off of "two thousand nine," 3ou'll Probablg say "two thousand ten.” In Fact, 4+ out of 5 YouTube videos
ranclomlg reviewed bg The Chronicle have Pcoplc Pronouncing it that way.

But you would be wrong, so wrong, according to the National Association of Good Grammar.

"NAGG has decided to steP in and decree that 2010) should oﬁcicia”g be Pronounced ‘twentg ten,’ and all
subscquent Years should be Pronounced as ‘twcntg e[cvcn,' ‘twentg twclve,‘ etc.,” Proclaims the association's
news release.

The National Association of Good Grammar - essentia”g a guy named Tom Torriglia and some friends who also
Paid attention in English class - say Peop!e have been mis[:)ronouncingthe year forio years.

"NAGG is here to put evcrgbody back on the correct Path,“ Torriglia said bg Phone from his home in San
Francisco. "We lost the battle when we went from 1999 to 2000 -~ but now we're hoping to win the war."

The 20" should have been Pronounced "twenty” all along, he said, Pointing out that every year in the 20th
century was Pronounccd "nineteen somcthing."

! 'Twentg' follows nineteen. Two thousand' does not follow 'nineteen.’ It's logical."

Fighting for grammar

ComPanics pay Torrig!ia, who has written technical manuals for two decades, to be logical and clear in
exPIaining the least clear concePts, like how to use their own coml:)uter software. He's also taught writing to
aspiring technical writers and tojunior co”cge students.

Torriglia created NAGG in 1986 when he found himself ca”ing Publica’cions about their gramma’cica”y incorrect
ads.

"I would nagthem)" he said.

Torriglia, who is writing a book he calls “The Grammar Police Never Slcep," believes the time has come to nag,
again.

To punctuate the idea that "two thousand ten" is the wrong way to say i, Torriglia, 56, Pointec] out that no one
would ever say, "l was born in one thousand nine hundred and Fimc’c9~tl‘|ree.“

Yet that's how People keep saging "2010." In one YouTube video, a Preteen Promises to make more YouTube
videos in "two thousand ten."” Another has a guyona ge”ow dirt bike saying he's “amped about the all-new two
thousand ten’ " model. A third features People ’crging to dcsign novelty eyeg!asses in the slﬂape of "two
thousand ten."

To Torriglia, it's relentless.

"I'm lﬁearing it on TV commercials. | heard an announcer say it cluring ‘Mondag Nig"lt Football." You cringe."
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SECOND ARTICLE
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2010: Twenty-Ten, Not Two-Thousand-And-Ten

When you first exclaim "2010" out loud, as you ring in the New Year later tonight, say "twenty-ten" not "two-
thousand-and-ten.”
Why?

Because the former is two words shorter than the la’ctcr, as the web site Twentynot2000.com Points out. Inour

sl'lortcning, 140-character tweeting vernacular, brevi’cy matters.
Accorc]ing to the site:
Sag the year "810" out loud. Now say the year "1999" out loud. See a Pa’ctcrn? It's been easler, Fas’cer, and

shorter to say years this way for every decade (excePt for the one thatjus’c ended) instead of saging the
number the long way. However, many People are carrging the way theg said Years from last decade over to this
decade as a bad habit. If we don't fix this now, we'll be stuck saying years the long way for the next 89 years.
Don't let that happen!

The "twenty-ten" movement -~ and it isjus’c that -- is sPreading online. The Facebook group "It's Twenty-ten,

not Two-thousand and ten" lists 595 members. Valerie Wilkinson, a new mcmber, wrote on the group‘s wall:

“Think ahead ten years. It has to be 'twentg-twentg‘! I'm a!readg Picturing graduating students wearing glasses
with their caps and gowns." There's also a Facebook fan page and "Saying "Twenty-Ten' Instead of "Two-

Thousand-Ten' Because It Sounds Cooler" has even more members -~ nearing 20,000.
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